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Introduction

The break-out session “Adaptation and Resilient Communities” was motivated by the following premise: that certain strategies – be they “sustainable livelihoods”, natural resource management, or other - are effective at increasing community resilience to climate-related shocks, and that these strategies can be applied to the task of climate change adaptation.  These ideas have been developed in relation to the Sudan AIACC project (AF14) – the objective of which is to bring such measures to light within the climate change context, and enable these to be integrated with climate change adaptation efforts.  The purpose of this session was to (a) provide an overview of the conceptual linkage between climate change adaptation and the sustainable livelihoods (SL) approach to development, (b) to discuss concrete cases where the SL approach has increased community resilience to climate impacts (one in Sudan, one in India), and (c) to explore, in an interactive manner, how research should be conducted in order to define how this approach builds climate change resilience. 
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Web sites for further information

IISD Community Adaptation and Sustainable Livelihoods (CASL) Programme: http://www.iisd.org/casl/default.htm 

CASL Drought Mitigation Project: http://www.iisd.org/casl/projects/drought.htm 

Institute for Development Studies: http://www.ids.ac.uk/ids/
DFID/IDS Livelihoods Connect: http://www.livelihoods.org/ 

Watershed Organization Trust: http://www.wotr.org/ 

UNDP Sustainable Livelihoods Programme:  http://www.undp.org/sl/
