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In the recently concluded breakout sessions on Vulnerability and Adaptation: Regional Capacities and Needs, the discussion was on the capacities and present efforts in the region to transfer and share capacities among the Asia-Pacific region. 
The main objective was to identify centers of Vulnerability and Adaptation assessment expertise and identify priorities for enhancing, transferring and sharing capacities.

The session started with a presentation and discussion from Mr. Tom Downing on the weak linkage between Vulnerability & Adaptation while stressing that Adaptation should be an integral part of change.
He shared his Drivers Pressure Stress Response Impacts (DPSRI) framework with the group (Figure 1).
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Figure 1. DPSRI Framework
To be able to identify if this chain is consistent are the following indicators:

Indicators: (Upstream-Downstream Outcome)
1. Qualitative:
a. Narrative
b. Statitistical
c. Rule-based
d. Overlays
2. Quantitative:
a. Models
It is relevant to determine the link between the qualitative and the quantitative indicators and to be able to give insightful predictions with all the present factors. It is only important to minimize the vulnerability though it cannot be eliminated. It was also noted that it is important to consider the actors who are active in the research on climate change in consideration of the indicators. 
In a nutshell, “You can’t generalize in a mathematical sense what you can generalize in a quantitative sense” [Downing]. 
To answer the questions on “What are the local to regional needs for VA?” The matrix elaborates the role of the institutions (Figure 2 and 3).

Figure 2. Local-Regional Needs Centers
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Figure 3. The Detailed Results on Local-Regional Needs Centers
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Participants also stated that International, Bilateral and Multilateral Funding are important in Regional Capacities and Needs.
The session ended with the questions on “What are potential criteria for evaluating priorities for institutional capacity building?” and “What exists now?”













































