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Abstract


The adverse impacts of climate variability and extremes are increasingly felt in most parts of Southeast Asia over the last decades.  In the Philippines, the poor farmers living in the watershed areas are believed to be among the more vulnerable groups to these natural phenomena.  

This paper synthesizes the findings of a study that examines the vulnerability of local people and places to climate variability and extremes within the Pantabangan-Caranglan Watershed (PCW) located in Northern Philippines.  Drawing from the experiences and perspectives of the watershed communities themselves, the study attempts to provide answer to the following research questions:
· What were the major natural occurrences experienced by the local communities in PCW that reflect climate variability and extremes over the last few decades?

· Who are the vulnerable groups in the communities and what factors contribute to their vulnerability?
· Where are the vulnerable places located and why do the local communities considered them to be vulnerable?
· What implications can be drawn from the study that can improve current understanding on vulnerability and adaptation to future climate change?

Following the UNEP (2001) definition of vulnerability and the multi-dimensional framework of vulnerability advanced by Moss et al 1999, the study used a combination of household survey and participatory rural appraisal techniques to determine the views of the local communities about vulnerable people and places in the watershed area.
Findings of the study affirm the belief that poor farmers are the most vulnerable group in the Pantabangan-Caliraya watershed.  These farmers do not own or have very limited land, mostly without capital and farming machineries, may live in vulnerable areas, and have poor adaptation strategies.  Their vulnerability can be attributed to lack of/limited access to productive base (human, natural, and manufactured capital); limited/inappropriate policy and institutional mechanism that provides assistance to the poor; and inequitable social structure that enables the better off to capture the benefits from development projects.  

Vulnerable places identified by the local communities include low lying places which are prone to flooding, areas at the tail-end of the irrigation canals that hardly receive irrigation water during dry season, and grasslands prone to forest fires.

The paper highlights the value of incorporating the local peoples’ perspectives for a more robust assessment of vulnerability.  To reduce vulnerability, policies and development programs should aim at enhancing the local communities’ adaptive capacity and broadening their range of choices of adaptation options rather than making them dependent on external support.
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