Some results of Adaptation Assessment for 

Grassland Ecosystem and Livestock Sector in Mongolia
Batima1 P., Shiirev-Adya2, Bat3 B, Bayarbaatar4 L. Tserendash5 S,
This presentation will briefly outline the adaptation assessment of livestock sector in Mongolia. Major methodologies used for adaptation assessment are expert judgment, adaptation screening matrix, simulation of animal behavior, environmental assessment of pasture, economic analysis of intensive farming development and adaptation decision matrix.

We have recommended several adaptation options on base of our findings in livestock herding and pasture carrying capacities in Mongolia. These methods focused on increasing livestock productivity, as well as the maintenance of high levels of output from pastures used by the livestock.

Recommendations for improved pasture yield included the revival of traditional pasture management, which involves the use of one pasture only for the length of one season.  This practice would be more sustainable in the long run than the current practice. It is also important that the livestock not exceed the carrying capacity of the pasture.

Adaptation measures for increased livestock productivity include increasing livestock weight and strength by utilizing different kind of supplementary feed and increasing hay preparation. There is also option as modifying the schedule of grazing from mid-day hours to early morning or late evening to allow livestock to spend extended time on the pasture while protecting them from hot air temperatures. However this may be practically is not really acceptable.  We also encourage that herders be provided with skills and information to identify highly productive breeds of livestock.

There have been developed maps showing pasture ecological zone, pasture seasonal camping, pasture carrying capacity to support the evaluated adaptation measures. Adaptation options have been discussed at tree regional workshops in which 200 people  have participated. 
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