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Abstract

Understanding the capacity of a society to cope with global environmental change is critical, especially in a developing and vulnerable country like Vietnam. The study aims to assess the changes in social vulnerability and resilience under the effects of economic renovation in Vietnam and the implications for local society coping with the impacts of climate and weather extremes in Giao Thuy district, Nam Dinh province in the north of Vietnam. A set of vulnerability indicators has been selected and tested in the study.

The economic renovation – doi moi - promulgated in Vietnam since the mid 1980s has affected the rural society. Social livelihoods have changed, of which aquaculture shows a fast rate of development since the introduction of doi moi. The newly-introduced livelihoods have increased the level of income and of welfare inequality within the local community. Though these newly-introduced livelihoods have richened the community, only the better-off, who can afford to invest in the new livelihoods, can gain the major benefits. 

Income and welfare inequality has led to some consequences, spontaneous migration and labour reallocation. Increasing demands for manual works in urban areas has attracted men from the local region. This trend has increased the remittance income and limited the loss of resilience associated with greater level of inequality. However, along with spontaneous migration, labour reallocation has also caused a lack of local employment and weakened the social structure. This has not improved the level of social resilience. Under these consequences, the coping capacity of local community to deal with climate and weather extremes has been altered. An analysis of how the different groups cope with climatic change shows the imbalance amongst the groups within the community.

Giao Thuy area is also an important conservation site. Giao Thuy district is the only Ramsar site in Vietnam established in 1989. This area is officially acknowledged as the internationally important wetland by the Ramsar Convention (Ramsar, 1971). The establishment of Ramsar site narrowed the access to the mangrove, which used to be free and the main income of the locals. This was considered as reducing the capacity of community as a whole. The research is also to identify the impacts of doi moi and Ramsar designation alongside the impacts of climate extremes on social livelihoods and the way local people respond and recover from these changes. 

Statistical techniques have been used in parallel with qualitative assessment. Techniques, including bivariate analysis, have been undertaken to provide a quantitative proof for the analysis. Due to the complication of livelihoods in the region, relevant parameters were chosen such as economic, labour force, economic loss caused by climatic extremes, speed of recovery. Linkages among them were also examined from which various possible socio-economic scenarios developed. Applicable indicators were chosen to consider the future trends and sensitivity of different important sectors in the region to institutional changes and climatic extremes. Especially, eco-tourism – a potential and fast developing sector in the local area – is taken into account.

The study has also analysed and tested a set of indicators reflecting the level of social vulnerability and resilience of different groups within the community. Results showed a complexity in effects and local response. From these findings, policy implications to promote greater resilience have been proposed. Further research opportunities are also discussed.

